
M  e  m  b  e  r  -  O  w  n e d S  i  n c e 1 9 3 8 

Luke J. Johnson selected as new General Manager for Tri-County 
Electric  Cooperative, Inc. (TCEC), Mt. Vernon, Illinois.

The TCEC Board of Directors has named Luke J. Johnson, as its next General Manager (GM). He 
begins his new duties on January 3, 2022, upon the retirement of Marcia Scott,        TCEC’s long serving 
Manager. Luke comes to TCEC with 22 years’ experience with Clay          Electric Cooperative, serving the 
last three years as their General Manager. The General Manager, appointed by the Board, serves as 
the top executive of TCEC and reports directly to the President of the Board. TCEC employs 49 full 
time employees and is governed by a member-elected nine-person board of directors representing 
their respective districts. 

“Raised in Illinois, I have a genuine concern for and connection with the people served by Tri-
County. I am thrilled about the opportunity to work with the members and employees of the 
cooperative.” said Johnson. 

“I'm truly humbled by the trust the board members have placed in me and honored to be given the 
opportunity to serve as TCEC’s next Manager. There are many difficult issues and challenges ahead for 
the cooperatives in Illinois, and together we will continue to work hard for the benefit of our members 
in all that we do. My family and I look forward to relocating to the TCEC service area where we have 
many friends and family connections in                   the Mt. Vernon area.” said Johnson. 

Johnson replaces Marcia Scott, the current GM, upon her retirement in late January of 2022 after 
serving TCEC for 42 dedicated years. The organization holds the distinction of having had only five 
GM’s in its 83-year history. “Scott’s distinguished career with TCEC began in 1980. She has served on 
many boards and committees representing TCEC over the years and is highly respected for her 
numerous contributions to the electric cooperative                  industry,” said Donnie Laird, President of the 
Board. “On behalf of the board of directors,              we want to thank Marcia for her dedicated service to our 
membership and wish her well in  her retirement. We are very fortunate to have had her leadership and 
friendship for so many years, “Laird stated. 

The board selected Johnson following a thorough search conducted over many months. The board 
takes its fiduciary responsibility very seriously and interviewed some highly qualified candidates – 
ultimately selecting Johnson. “I am very proud of the commitment             of the entire board in doing its 
due diligence on behalf of the membership,” said Laird. 

TCEC is a not-for-profit rural electric distribution cooperative serving 16,000 residential, agricultural, 
commercial, and industrial members primarily in Jefferson, Marion, and Washington counties in 
Illinois. TCEC is headquartered in Mt. Vernon and maintains a district office in Salem and an outpost 
in Nashville. With 3,400 miles of electric line, a total               utility plant of $149M and total assets of $132M, 
the cooperative has an excellent equity position. TCEC purchases its wholesale power from Southern 
Illinois Power Cooperative, Marion, Illinois. 
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